
Chapter 8  Protecting Identity 215

Cultural anthropologist Adam Kuper identifies three schools of thought 
among the intellectual trends that emerged during this time to understand cul-
ture generally and justify the territorial expansion that was taking place—the 
enlightened view of the French, the romantic or counter-Enlightenment view of 
the Germans, and the traditional views held by the English.7 The French were 
greatly influenced by the Enlightenment and viewed culture as a progressive, 
cumulative, and distinctly human achievement. Everyone could evolve to be 
civilized as the French defined it: having a cosmopolitan view of the world. As 
such, territorial expansion would provide opportunity to those they encoun-
tered by giving them the option to embrace “civilization.”

In contrast, the German view held that cultures were distinguished by natural 
and spiritual sources. This perspective was greatly influenced by the Reforma-
tion of the Christian church, which sought a more direct relationship between 
the people and religion. The splintering of the church led to a major political 
realignment in Europe. The promotion of a more egalitarian view of Christian-
ity held that people should not be required to aspire to others’ notions of “civi-
lization.” The authenticity of their culture should be preserved.

The English relied on the classical view of the world, focusing on history, 
as described by English poet Matthew Arnold as “the best that has been 
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